
 

Nelson Repertory Theatre 

Minutes for AGM 14 March 2017 – 7.30pm 

 
Present: Frog Twissell (President), Karen Grover (Vice President), Paula Baldwin (Treasurer), 
Hugh Neill (Minutes Secretary), Emma Schwass, Paula Bovey, Molly Martin, Simon Brealey, Judith 
Neill, Jonathan Luff, Joanne Kilsby, Nigel Coker, Ken Wilson, Greg McCauley, Erica Sim, Ernest W. 
Leaning, Martin White and Deb Fish 
 
Apologies: Felicity Yates, Rani Tobin, Ali Campbell, John Liell, Jen Amosa, Gretchen Howard, 
Stuart Yank and Deanne Kilpatrick.  
 
Previous Minutes:  The Minutes of the previous AGM – 15 March 2016 – were read by Hugh and 
accepted as being true and accurate.  
 

 Moved  Hugh Neill 

 Seconded Simon Brealey 
 
Motion Carried 
 
President’s Report 
Frog welcomed everyone and commented on the fact that we had produced a total of three 
productions in 2016, “Caravan”, “Curtain Up” and “Buzzz”.  We will shortly be holding auditions for 
our second show of the year “Love Love Love”; and our final production for 2017, “67 of 52”, is in 
collaboration with local writer Justin Eade.  
 
We have chosen our programme for 2018. This will start with “The Full Monty the Musical” in 
March. It will be directed by Bryan Aitken, Christchurch freelance director. Bryan directed about six 
plays for Nelson Repertory in the early 1990s. This will be followed by “The Naked Truth” in June and 
“A Christmas Carol” in late November.  
 
This past year we were able to secure funding of $8,000 from the Rata Foundation to be used for 
show production costs, website redevelopment and training. 
 
Frog thanked the Committee for all their work over the past year. 
 
Looking ahead, he wanted to implement funding available to offer training to our members 
interested in all facets of theatre, directing/acting/sound/lighting etc.  
 
Frog would also like Nelson Repertory to hold another One Act Festival in the Theatre Royal. He sees 
it as a great opportunity for budding young directors/actors and technical crew to “cut their teeth” 
in a supportive and collaborative environment.  
 
Financial Report 
Presented by Paula Baldwin 
 Both “Caravan” and “Buzz” recorded surpluses of around $3,000. 
 Our first production for 2017 “One Man Two Guvnors” was about to enter its second week of 

production. 



 The $8,000 funding from the Rata Foundation will be put towards show production costs during 
the period June 2016 to March 2017, redevelopment of our website and training.  

 Our Project account is being built up to fund the purchase of assets/software as required to 
assist with productions. 

 The Committee will continue to review our show production budgets, in particular smarter ways 
to market them.  

 Paula thanked Neville Hadfield for his continued support as Reviewer of our accounts.  
 

 Moved  Paula Baldwin 

 Seconded Hugh Neill 
 
Motion carried 
 
Trust Report 
Karen spoke on behalf of Trust Chairman, Mark Christensen. The relationship between the Trust and 
NCC remains strong and it continues to maintain the status quo. The Council is impressed with the 
calibre of the board, some of whom also sit on the Nelson School of Music Board.  Karen is happy to 
continue as Nelson Rep representative, and will be joined this year by Stuart Yank.  The Chairman’s 
report will be presented to the Committee at a later date.  
 
Election of Officers 
President Frog Twissell 
Vice President Karen Grover 
Treasurer Paula Baldwin 
Secretary nil nominations 
Committee Emma Schwass, Paula Bovey, Hugh Neill, Joanne Kilsby, Deb Fish and Jonathan Luff 
 
Frog thanked outgoing members Molly Martin, Simon Brealey and Pip Collins for all their work.  
 
Notices of Motion 
 Last year’s motion by Greg McCauley that life membership of the Society be given to Paula 

Baldwin, Rani Tobin and Karen Grover was carried unanimously. 
 

 Emma Schwass moved that Lynley Bradshaw be nominated for life membership. 

 Greg McCauley moved that Janet Coote be nominated for life membership.  
 
Seconded by Ken Wilson 
Motion carried 
 
It is with regret that we accept the resignation of Janet Coote as our patron.  
Frog nominated Judith Neill to replace Janet as the Society’s Patron. 
 
Seconded by Simon 
Motion carried 
 
Judith accepted to take on the role of Patron of our society, saying that it was an honour to do so.  
 
In recognition of Janet’s contribution to the Society she will be provided with two complimentary 
tickets to attend the Opening Night of every Nelson Repertory production.  
 
Other Business 
 Emma thanked Paula Baldwin for all the work she’s put in this past year with developing our new 

website.  
 



 Karen thanked Hugh with the work he’d put in to secure funding from Rata Foundation and also 
for taking on the role of Minutes Secretary.  

 
 Our logo update is still a work in progress. The Committee are looking at it and are continuing to 

work through various ideas around possible changes to it.  
 

 As reported earlier we have plays booked through to the end of 2018. If any members have 
ideas for play titles for 2019 they will be gratefully received by the Committee.  

 
 The Committee expressed concerns around the shortage of available tech crew that are 

available to assist with productions. This relates to stage manager/fly floor/lighting and sound. 
The Committee want to be proactive in increasing the pool within our membership by running 
training courses at the Theatre.  

 
 Joanne suggested that we invited other groups to take part in these training sessions and that 

we invite professional specialists in the various fields to run them.  
 

 Emma reported that Michael Gibbs, who was lighting designer and operator for “Buzzz”, was 
given sponsorship of $500 from production costs (as directed by Ali Campbell, as Author, 
effectively her Royalties), to provide him with funds to attend auditions at Toi Whaikaari next 
year.  

 
 
Meeting closed 8.20pm 


